athe refugee camp. 
MNot only the old, looking back to happier 
istmas seasons celebrated in traditional ways 
their own lands, but children who have 
wn no home but refugee camps are the 


Special parties were arranged for groups such 
the Orthodox Yugoslav refugees in Camp 
en so that they could celebrate their Serbian 
ristmas as well as the German one. 

f particular gratification was the part local 
rches took in inviting homeless foreigners 
celebrate Christmas with their congregations. 
field representative of the W.C.C. in Greece 
ote a special collection of Christmas greet- 
s distributed to every refugee served by the 
guage, Orientation and Training Division, 
is difficult for many, and especially for those 
ose hopes have been deferred from year to 


The child in the cradle, the crude shelter—these 
elements of the Christmas story of “no room in 
the inn” are repeated for thousands of refugees 
around the world. 


oan SAA aS ae ea et i a ae eae 
year to keep the faith that they will one day 
enjoy the benefits of a full and normal life 
once more.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Oberlin Plans Move Forward 


North American churches have reached the 
mid-point in their two-year preparations for 
the regional Faith and Order Conference, to be 
held at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 
3-10, 1957. The shape of the Conference is now 
emerging. More than one-half of the 300 dele- 
gates from 43 member churches have been ap- 
pointed. In addition there will be: fraternal 
delegates from Mexican churches; youth dele- 
gates; observers from non-member churches; 
guest leaders from abroad; consultants who have 
special knowledge of such areas as that of the 
local councils. 

Major addresses will be given by Bishop 
Angus Dun, Bishop Hans Lilje, Dr. W. A. Visser 
’t Hooft, Dr. Robert L. Calhoun, Dr. Albert C. 
Outler, Dean Walter G. Muelder, and Dr. Joseph 
Sittler. Dr. John Knox will guide the Bible 
studies. 

Under the general theme of “The Nature of 
the Unity We Seek”, twelve sections arranged in 
three divisions will form the framework for 
study and discussion as follows: 


DIVISION I. In faithfulness to the eternal gospel 
Section 1. Imperatives and Motivations 

Section 2. Doctrinal Consensus and Conflict 
Section 3. Baptism into Christ 

Section 4. The Table of the Lord 


DIVISION IL. Iz terms of organizational structure 
Section 5. The Life of the Congregation 
Section 6. The Work of State and Local Councils 


Section 7. Authority and Freedom in Church Gov- 
ernment 


Section 8. The Variations in Denominational Policies 


DIVISION III. In view of cultural pressures 

9. The Mobility of the Population 

Section 10. Governmental Policies and Programs 
Section 11. Forces at Work on the College Campus 
Section 12. Racial and Economic Stratification 


Section 


Materials for use in these sections are now 
being gathered and compiled by sixteen study 
groups which together have enlisted 240 mem- 
bers from more than 40 denominations. Their 
reports, completed by May, will be circulated to 
delegates during the summer. Many members 
from these groups have been chosen as dele- 
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1957 Week of Prayer 


" 


...as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee 
If Jesus Christ Himself was moved to pray for # 
manifestation of unity in the Church, how 
more ought we to pray! 


The World Council of Churches’ Commission « 
Faith and Order has issued a leaflet for the Wee 
Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 195 
is intended for special services throughout the w 

Each year during this period, more and 
Christians of many different churches and confessio 
are praying for unity. Where this period proves i 
convenient, they choose the season of Pentecost 
another time. (In 1957, Pentecost Sunday will f. 
on June 9.) And many continue this practice of p ) 
for unity in their daily worship throughout the ye 

Dr. Olive Wyon, of England, has prepared a spe 
service of prayers and litany for private and corpor. 
devotion. ‘The Week of Prayer” leaflets may be 
tained from the W.C.C. office at 156 Fifth Ave 
N. Y. 10. $1 per hundred, or send a self-address 
stamped envelope for a sample. ; 


TOBIAS RECEIVES AWARD 


The theological faculty of the University 
Geneva has conferred the degree of Docte 
Theology on Robert Tobias, Indianapolis, 
diana, a former W.C.C. staff member. He i 
first American to receive a doctorate in € 
ical studies from the University. 


Service of the Council on Christian Unity 
ciples of Christ. 


experiences working in Eastern European co 
tries while a member of the staff of the W.C. 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
Refugees. . 


gates or consultants at Oberlin. 

Available from the W.C.C., New York 
Ecumenical Conversations, a study guide, 5 
Conference Profile, a preliminary synop 
Oberlin objectives and themes, 25¢. 


e World Council of Churches 
gushes Aid to Hungarians 


Mm The swift-moving events in Hungary since 
ge revolt which broke out on October 23 have 
gyoked a wave of sympathy and help from 
Murches in many lands. The following para- 
Maphs summarize major developments. 

mM The intense desire for freedom among the 
Mungarians was revealed by the sweeping 
Bhanges in the leadership of the churches. Both 
mishop Ordass (Lutheran), and Bishop Ravasz 
Reformed), who had been forced out of their 
ipsitions by Communist pressures several years 
myo, were restored to their former posts. New 
Mections for all church offices which had been 
Hed during the years of Communist control 
fere ordered. In the light of what has hap- 
Bened since November 3, when a new Com- 
@unist dictatorship was installed under the 
Brotection of the Soviet army, the results of the 
Mruggle of the churches for greater inde- 
Sendence and the status of the heroic Christian 
Maders who have been at the forefront are 
oth uncertain. 


jMany women and young children among them.” 
|}, . the refugees at Traiskirchen reception center. 


eh 


Hungarian refugees entering a temporary shelter. 


Prior to the onslaught of the Soviet army, 
the World Council had been able to send mes- 
sages of encouragement to its three member 
churches in Hungary—Lutheran, Reformed, and 
Baptist—especially rejoicing in the fact that “So 
many have remained faithful in their Christian 


witness’ and that the leaders of the 
churches are men “who have shown that they 
put their Christian loyalty before any other con- 


new 


sideration.” 

The World Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees was quick 
to meet the challenge presented to it, first in 
Hungary itself and later in the Austrian camps 
to which refugees fled. Relief convoys bearing 
thirty-three tons of food and medicine were 
organized in Vienna and succeeded in getting 
through to Budapest a few hours before the 
Soviet authorities called a halt. In these and 
other projects of relief the World Council, the 
Lutheran World Federation, and the Austrian 


Council's 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


FINLAND: A new church has been erected in 
Finland by the participants in World Council of 
Churches work camps during the summers of 
1955 and 1956. The church is at Esp6 in the 
Finnish Archipelago, where the existing church 
was completely destroyed in a storm in 1949. 
Last summer the ruins of the old church: were 
demolished by the participants in the work 
camp and the foundations were laid for the new 
church. This year the efforts of the participants 
in the second work camp have resulted in the 
erection of the new church. 


FRANCE: On October 20 a new Ecumenical 
Center was opened at Dieppe. Present at the 
opening ceremony were Bishop Roberts (Lon- 
don), and Pastor Marc Boegner (France), a 
former W.C.C. president. The project was 
started in 1948 by English, Dutch and French 
groups when an Anglican chapel destroyed in 
the war had to be rebuilt. A first floor chapel 
meets the needs of Anglicans in Dieppe. Above 
it are flats for the chaplain and for Dutch 
pastors. On the top floor is the Reformed pres- 
bytery of Dieppe. The new Dieppe Center will 
become a local meeting place for ecumenical 
conferences and study. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompson, 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Council 
unites 165 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant 
communions in 50 countries. Neither the 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches is 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
Eso 347 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific School of Reli 
1793 Scenic Ave. 
Berkley, Calif. 


NEW W.C.C. PUBLICATIONS 


The Minutes of the ninth meeting of 
Central Committee of the World Counci 
Churches, held at Galyateté, Hungary, f 
July 28 to August 5, are now available. $2. ; 
Signs of Renewal, a 64- -page illustrated a 
let on the life of the lay institutes in Europed 
been published by the Department on the Lait 
It tells of the important part in the life of th 
Church in such countries as England, Finlan 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Sco 
land, Sweden, and Switzerland. 50¢. Ui 

“The Ministry of the Laity in the World” an 
“Cooperation of Men and Women in Churc 
and Society,” statements commended by @t 
Central Committee of the W.CC. to ™ 
Churches for their study and comment. Simg 
copies free. Ld 


“The Responsible Society in National 
International Affairs,” the Arnoldshain Rep 
of the Division of Studies of the W.C.C, 25 


The Second Statement on “The. Ce 
Christian Responsibility toward Areas of Raj 
Social Change,” the Herrenalb Report, has Be 


Society. 35¢. 
“Men and Women in Church and Society 
an illustrated leaflet, tells about the work of 


Department on the Cooperation of Men @ 
Women in Church and Society. 15¢. 


All literature may be ordered from: 
Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Ave., 


z8 
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fswerk carried on a joint project. After the 

9d of refugees broke across the border on 

vember 4, a program of emergency assistance 
immediately launched. By mid-November 

re were about 25,000 refugees in Austria. A 

ze part of them were women and children 
left while their husbands and fathers were 
fighting in Hungary. 


As eye-witnesses of conditions among the 
* in two large centers, the World Coun- 
j workers ea a tragic ins In telegrams 
fm Vienna they describe the refugees in the 
Riskirchen center as sleeping on straw and 
Ring no facilities of running water. Supplies 
Hood, medicine and blankets were rushed to 
§ refugees by the Division of Inter-Church 
# and Service to Refugees. Appeals for help 
fe made by the churches of several countries 
Huding the U.S. Canada, England, Ireland, 
Btway, Sweden, Switzerland. Church World 
Bvice (U.S.A.) made initial grants of $10,000. 


materials being unloaded for 


are Our Surplus” 
Ngarian refugees’ use. 


Straw bedding being prepared for refugees at 


Judenau, Hungarian refugee reception center. 


Message to the Churches 


The position of the World Council with ref- 
erence to the political aspects of the situation 
was set forth in a statement issued jointly by 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (New York), as chair- 
man of the Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne 
(London), as vice-chairman; and Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft (Geneva) as General Secretary. 
They said that “fear and suspicion cannot be 
replaced by respect and trust unless powerful 
nations remove the yoke prevents 
other nations and peoples from freely determin- 
ing their own government and form of society.” 
They based their statement on a declaration 
made by the Evanston Assembly of the World 
Council. Their statement was telegraphed wide- 
ly to the churches of the world, including the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, together with another appeal made by 
the same World Council concerning 
principles for a settlement of the Suez crisis. 


which now 


officials 
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Church Conditions “Favorable” 


According to reports received from Budapest 
by the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva 
as late as November 20, church leaders in Hun- 
gary considered the position of the Lutheran 
Church after the recent fighting as “favorable.” 
The Church is described as having recovered 
its freedom and there is declared to be “no inter- 
ference with church life.” 

The message to the L.W.F. says that it is 
possible to resume spiritual care in hospitals and 
to give religious instruction in schools for the 
first time for many years. Although schools have 
not yet reopened in many places, religious in- 
struction is underway. If it cannot be given in 
a school building, it is given in the pastor's 
house. There are no longer restrictions on social 
work. 

Two churches in Budapest were destroyed in 
the fighting, including the main church in Buda. 
However, the principal Lutheran church in Pest 
in the Deak Square was reported undamaged 
up to November 10. 

After the resignation of the previous church 
leaders, Lajos Vet6, Ladislas Dezsery and others, 
the congregations are again free to elect their 
own church leaders. Bishop Lajos Ordass is re- 
ported to be alive and well. He is still in office 
as head of the Lutheran Church. 


Hope for the Homeless 
(Continued from page 1) 


A WCC. field representative in Rome de- 
scribed a party given by the W.C C. and other 
voluntary agencies for refugees. ‘They were 
wonderstruck by the large tree in the main en- 
trance . . . its top seemed to pierce the ceiling 

. the lights dazzling them . . . taking them 
back to far-away countries and . . . loved ones. 

“Gazing at what looked like thousands of 
small flames, they seemed to search for one that 
might be the flame of hope . . . even the sad- 
dest who were looking for their light hidden 
among the branches seemed to be aware that 
love exists.” 

It is in this atmosphere of hope deferred that 
the World Council of Churches and the local 
parishes have sought to make the message of 
Christmas credible to refugees. 


1956-57 GRADUATE COURSE AT 


The tenth anniversary of the Ecumenic 
stitute of the World Council of Ch 
cated at Bossey, Switzerland, near Gene’ 
observed at the opening of the Graduate § 
of Ecumenical Studies on October 2. 


Thirty-four students from 15 nations hi 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, W.C.C. general 
retary, discuss the origins of the training 
It was started under the direction of P 
Hendrik Kraemer in October 1946 as a p 
to train leadership for the ecumenical 
ment. 


“The Ecumenical Institute is the definite 
sult of the thinking of whole groups of ¢ 
tians in different countries during Worl 
II. These Christians were concerned abo 
demoralization resulting from totalitarian i 
ogies and the fighting itself which had 
repercussions in the moral and spiritual s 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft recalled. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reminded the 
students that the Ecumenical Institute 
gun for the laity and “that emphasis m 
get lost.” But, “we realized we would no 
far unless we helped train theological stu¢ 
and pastors,” to take the ecumenical messag 
the laity in their congregations. 


The Graduate School of Ecumenical 
conducted in association with the Univ 
Geneva, is in its fifth session. The term e 
through February 15, 1957. “People, R: 
Nation” is one of the principal themes. 
current session. Prof. H. H. Wolf, dire 
the Institute and Prof. K. A. Busia of t 
versity College of the Gold Coast, will ¢ 
courses on the theological background a 
temporary problems of the theme. 


US.A. students are: James Z. Al 
Gerald H. Anderson, Paul K. Chapmadl | 
James E. Farrell, James H. Grant, 
Thomas Hathaway, Jr., Rev. Charles W. 
Duane H. Lipe, James T. Marshall, Rev. 
B. McKown, Julia Quincey and Rev. 
Roberts, 
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